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place. It was not enough to be baptised, or to become,
like Judas, an avowed adherent. Open confession of dis-
cipleship did not make a man one of Christ's flock. The
adhesion demanded by Him was an internal invisible
change of attitude toward God and man, and this no
outward test could ever avail to prove. Hence it was
impossible to form a visible body solely consisting of
members of Christ. A community of persons believing
one another to be such might be formed, but there could
be no certainty that all members of the community were
in fact followers of Christ. So clearly was this recognised
that it was from the beginning acknowledged that only at
the Day of Judgment would a true separation be made
between the sheep and the goats. If all members of
Christian communities had become ipso facto "sheep,"
a Last Judgment of separation would not have been
necessary. Hence the earliest Christian communities
could only consist of persons who professed and called
themselves Christians, submitted to the rites of initia-
tion, and gave verbal acceptance to the formulae of faith
imposed upon them.

It follows that from the very start the Christianity of
Christ and the Christianity of the Church were not iden-
tical. The one was defined by an internal change, the
other by ceremonial and formula. No doubt a powerful
effort was made, especially in early days, to obtain all
possible evidence of the change of heart before a convert
was permitted to undergo the ceremonies of initiation.
A like effort was also collectively made to invent formulae
of faith which should enshrine the teaching of Christ, and
that only; and the convert, by accepting those formulae,
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